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FOR ENDOWMENT 


HOSE making or revising their Wills 
may like to consider benefiting some 
selected aspect of Church Army Social or 
Evangelistic work by the endowment of a 
particular activity—thus ensuring effective 


Preliminary enquiries will be gladly answered 
by the 


Financial Organising Secretary 
THE CHURCH ARMY 


55, Bryanston Street, London, W.! 
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Miss Agnes Weston's 


ROYAL 
SAILORS’ 
RESTS 


Portsmouth (188!) Devonport (1876) Gosport (' 942) 
Trustee-in-Chorge, Mrs. BERNARD CURREY, M.8.E 
AIMS.—The spiritual, moral and 
physica! well-being of the men of 
the Royal Navy, their wives and 

families. 

NEEDS.—fFunds for carrying 
on Welfare Mission Work, and 
for General Maintenance. 
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Legacies are a most welcome help 


Gifts to “ The Treasurer,”’ “ 1.P.."" Royal Sailers’ Resu 
Heed Office: 31, Western Parade, Portemeuth 
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Amazing Value 


Triple Lock 


Reinforced 
Handle 


Two Divisions 


£2 16 6 
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’ I ertra 3 Divisions 12s. extra 
Our Manufacture Your Price the lowest on the 
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Will sarely last a lifetime. Stedents, Professional men 
Business men. SEND TODAY 
Money Refund Guarantee 
MAYLORDER (Dept. J.P. 6) 
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ADVOCACY 


Magi strates” 





by F. J. O. CODDINGTON, 
M.A“Oxon.) LL.DASheff.) 


wilt a Fi reword by 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Birkett, 
PL, ER 


To all who practise in the 
Magistrates’ Courts, this 
booklet 
sound practical value. Dr. 
Coddington, who recently 
retired after sixteen years 
Magistrate 


should prove of 


as Stipendiary 
at Bradford 
twenty-one active years at 
the Bar in Sheffield), writes 
with authority, insight, and 
knowledge on his subject. 


(following 


Lord Justice Birkett’s Fore- 
word more 
than a mere formal commen- 
dation: it is, in miniature, 
an Essay on Advocacy. 


is something 
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YOU 

will derive 
greater benefit 
from BY HELPING 


your holiday 
Our Dumb 
Friends 


if you have 
the conviction 
that some of 


HELP: ANIMALS 


League 


your GROSVENOR GARDENS HOUSE 


less fortunate 
fellow 
creatures 

are benefiting 


aiso by most gratefully 

acknowledged 

your thought. 
uM 


VICTORIA, LONDON, S.W.1 


‘ ° bd ‘ ba 
266,206 
Horses, Dogs, Cats 
Birds, etc., helped by 
Donations & Legacies the League last year 


i323 


The Charitable Institutions on this and succeeding 


pages are recommended for your earnest consideratior 








A request for bequests 
and donations 
is made by 


The 
Marine 
Society 


the long-established charity 
(founded in 1756) of which 
H.M. THE KING is Patron 


Nearly 300 boys were helped last year to go 
to sea either in the Royal or Merchant Navy by 
grants towards their pre-sea training, sea outfit of 
clothing or the premium which some Shipping 
Companies require when a boy is accepted as an 
apprentice or cadet. 
Please send a donation to the Secretary, 
or remember in your Will 


THE MARINE SOCIETY 
Clark’s Place, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 








ALONE ON CHRISTMAS DAY! 
THE WEST LONDON MISSION 


Appeals at this time 
for 


| The very lonely people who live in one 


room 


. 


The old folk — that we may provide them 


with comforts 
The little children in our care 


Our big Family Party on Christmas Day 
for the friendless 


WILL YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO CARRY OUT 
OUR PLANS THIS CHRISTMASTIME—WE DEPEND 
ON YOUR HELP 
PLEASE SEND YOUR GIFT—WE WILL DO THE REST 





REV. DR. DONALD O. SOPER, 
West London Mission - Kingsway Hall 
KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C2 














JUSTICE? 


THER! can never be complete justice for man; 


justice for animals is in its infancy—an emerging 
idea, not an accomplished fact. 
Last year, in British laboratories, there were 
about 1,780,000 experiments on living animals, 


many of which caused great pain and suffering. 


We ask you to write to us: 


British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection 


(B.U.A.V.) 


47, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.1 
for information. Study it, think the matter over, 


and then 


Let Justice Be Done! 
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They're recuperating ... by Bequest! 


‘They need 
MORE 


than pity’ 


No amount of welfare jegisia assistance so often needed to 
HOME OF REST FOR HORSES ton can ever completely soive rebuild the family life. The 

the problem of children hurt National Society for the Pre 
by ill-treatment or neglect vention of Cruelty to Children 
There must be an indepen depends on voluntary contrr 
dent, experienced organisa butions to continue this work 
thon whose trained workers No surer way could be found 
can protect those who cannot of helping the helpless, and 
defend themselves and who bringing happiness to those 
give the patient advice and who need it most 


In a typical year upwards of 250 animals belonging 
to poor owners receive recuperative and veterin- 
ary treatment at the Home, including horses whose 
owners have been called up for military service 
Loan horses are supplied to poor owners to enable 
theur charges to enjoy a much-needed rest. 


THE HOME RELIES LARGELY ON LEGACIES 


| i ' S . P * ' Cc 

© cerry thie work When drewmg up wills for your clients, IN 4 4 
oase enem « The Ho { Rest ter Horses 

: vita i ‘Sereham Weed Here. ’ President: H.R.H. PRINCESS ELIZABETH 





remember them when advising onwills and bequests 


wlorma! wn had upplied on application te the Director F ‘ 


WOME OF REST FOR HORSES, WESTCROFT STABLES, GORENAM WOOD. HEAT. 2b wtery | homes oe in WO 2 om Cerrar 
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a thustnas Git lo lhe N fagis trates J. Powell, 
Metropolitan 


. . orem 7 Courts Stipendiary 
IMPERIAL CANCER RESEARCH ' es 
i 4 yo 
Patron a Preavdens : The Hon. Mr. Justice Cassels says in the Foreword: 
HIS MOST GRACIOUS Fl ND The Rt. Hon. The : 

MAJESTY THE KINO bn —s — “A new justice of the peace may attend a 
magistrates’ court for the first time in his life on 
the occasion when the oath is administered to 
him This book will tell him 4 great deal 
that he does not know : how magistrates’ courts 
should be conducted, what it means to act 
judicially, the functions of the police and their 
standing before magistrates, the legal assistance 
now available to defendants, how to deal 

with husbands and wives who have failed 
make the best of what was probably an initial 
mistake, and how to try to solve the most vexing 
of all problems in crime, the future of the juvenile 
delinquent Mr. Powell has produced a 
LEGACIES, DONATIONS and SUBSCRIPTIONS valuable, helpful and timely contribution which 
are urgently needed for the maintenance and should be studied with profit by the lay magistrate 

and the members of the public alike 


212 pages. 16- net. 














extension of our werk 





Gifts should be sent to the Honorary 
Treasurer, Sir Holburt Waring, Bt., at , ’ 
Royal College of Surgeons, Lincoln's | From booksellers. Published by 


nn Fields, Londor, W 2 - 
— : PIT MA N, Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
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NOTES of 


Approved School and Contribution Orders 


Reporting a meeting of the Magistrates’ Association, the 
Vanchester Guardian contains the following “ Alderman 
R. G. Robinson, of Cardiff, President of the Association of 
Managers of Approved Schools, said : * I do not see why it should 
be possible for you to get your children brought up on the cheap 
if they are bad.’ He wished there were some method by which 
parents paid for the upkeep of their boys or girls when they were 
sent to approved schools 

“ If they get into trouble it is the best thing that could happen 
to you if you are a parent who only thinks of the financial side,” 
he said, * While parents who are poor cannot pay very much 
they should pay something as a gesture, and it certainly should 
not be cheaper for them if their children get into trouble 

The speaker was evidently referring to the practice rather than 
to the law. Ample provision is made by statute for the making 
and enforcement of contribution orders against parents of 
children sent to approved schools or committed to the care of 
fit persons. As to the amount of such contributions, s. 25 of the 
Children Act, 1948, abolished the former limitation, and the 
amount rests within the discretion of the court 

It certainly used to be said that some local authorities asked 
for too small orders, and if the court exceeded their suggested 
sum refrained from enforcing the order. That seems wrong in 
principle, and now that wages are generally adequate and often 
high, there is no reason why parents should not pay substantial 
sums towards the maintenance of children of whose care they 
have been relieved, instead of leaving others to keep them. We 
have heard of an order of £2 10s. a week which must be excep- 
tional but probably not excessive 


Borough Quarter Sessions and Appeals 


Our Note of the Week at p. 739, ante, 
against sentence to a court of borough quarter sessions, was 
referred to in a leading article in the Bradford Telegraph and 
Argus of December |. Under the title “* The One-Man Tribunal 
the article questions the desirability of such a court as an 
appellate tribunal to revise sentences pointing out that an appeal 
to the Court of Criminal Appeal is never heard by fewer than 


dealing with appeais 


three judges 
The same journal in its issue of November 30 had reported an 


address given by Mr. Frank Owens, the learned clerk to the 


the WEEK 


Bradford justices, in which he expressed very definite views on 
this subject 

Mr. Owens pointed out that appeals to quarter sessions could 
involve matters of law and of fact, and it was about questions of 
fact that he was a little perturbed. It seemed a little ironical to 
him that, after a number of magistrates had arrived at a decision, 
that decision could be upset by a Recorder on appeal upon the 
same facts. If a defendant having elected to be tried at quarter 
sessions exercises that right, it is a jury which finds him guilty 
or not guilty, whereas if he is tried summarily and then appeals, 
the Recorder sitting alone determines the matter. Mr. Owens 
went on: “I think the justices should be the sole and final judges 
of fact, and if those findings of fact are to be disturbed by 
quarter sessions, then they should be disturbed by a jury. I feel 
that on findings of fact the justices’ decision should be final, and 
appeals on questions of law and fact should go to the Divisional 
Court, and that quarter sessions should not have jurisdiction.” 

That is an interesting suggestion, which goes further than 
critics of the present system usually suggest. An appeal to 
quarter sessions is a rehearing, and most of the advocates of 
change in the system would be content if the appeal were to 
several justices presided over by a qualified and experienced 
chairman. Whether it is necessary to go further and say that 
only juries should deal with appeals upon questions of fact we 
rather doubt. Might not justices sit with a recorder ? Moreover, 
we think there should be some right of appeal on matters of fact, 
for although appellate tribunals hesitate to disturb the findings of 
the tribunal which has been entrusted with the duty of finding the 
facts, that 1s because the appellate tribunal does not usually see 
and hear the witnesses, while the fact finding tribunal does 
Upon an appeal to quarter sessions, however, the appellate 
tribunal sees and hears the witnesses, including sometimes 
additional witnesses not called in the magistrates’ courts 


Summary trial for Housebreaking 7? 


Mr. Owens also touched upon another matter about which 
justices and others have from time to time made suggestions 
He asked why it should be necessary to send a simple case of 
housebreaking, possibly involving the theft of little or no property 
to quarter sessions for trial, when, if the prosecution agreed 
and the defendant consented, magistrates could deal summarily 
with charges of larceny or false pretences involving property 
worth thousands of pounds. If the defendant were convicted 
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Decorum and Decency 


In speaking at p. 776, ante, of the conviction of the Yorkshire 


Electricity Board, we remarked that dignity and decency were 
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COLOURING THE COUNCIL AND COURT NEWS 


By A NEWSPAPER JOURNALIST 


order in which they occurred. Thus, in reporting a magistrates’ 
court, he would begin by stating the composition of the bench 
and any prefatory remarks by the chairman, then go on with 
the first case, the prosecution's opening speech, the witnesses’ 
evidence in the order it was given, counsels’ summing up, the 
bench's comments, and the verdict. Local government meetings 
would be similarly treated 


the 
tendency t hev y m report 
: vernment bode na 4 law is today percept 
t only in the popular nat wspapers. It has spread to t Today, this literal recording of sequence is almost unkown, 
provincial morning and evening papers \ to the weekly except in a few old-fashioned local newspapers. Instead, the 
town or cour gans which once provided a literal, verbat sub-editor has the duty of what is technically called “ bringing 
record of all the 1 happenings and spoken words withir the story to the top.” That is to say, he seizes on the salient 
lomast points in the report, combines them, and writes them up in 


thes mT 
or attack modert crisp style to serve as the introduction and “ lead-in” to the 


ration mul t ind and some of the 
technicalities inv It is in the selection of what is considered salient and impor- 
To begin with ist be 1 ar that the reporter who is tant thai the journalist most frequently comes into conflict with 
seen assiduously wi h notebook and pen at the press local government and legal personnel. For their assessment of 
table the civ f ristrates’ court is himself rarely importance often differs profoundly from his 


whole 


function ts simply Undeniably, headlines and opening paragraphs condition the 

ater nen ' ater applied understanding and reaction of the reader. They do, in fact, tell 
whon isk of colouring the news the average reader what to think. It will thus be recognized that 
but the lit the reporter work the power of the sub-editor, who is daily creating headlines and 


f news, | t composing “ lead-ins,” 1s substantial 


At this point it must be stressed that the colouring of news by 
the use of this sclective process is not necessarily done in an 
ex parte spirit, at least on provincial and local newspapers 
Rather it is pursued for what is called “ reader interest.”’ If, for 
example, there is a complicated court dispute over a charge of 
drunkenness while in charge of a motor car, and the defendant 
happens to be a clergyman, then the headlines and “ intro” 
would concentrate on the personal “ angle,” fortuitous though 
it might be. Thus: “* Clergyman on Drink Charge.” 


The truth has been told, but distorted. That distortion its not 
deliberate or malicious, but scandal-mongering and gossip are 
popular institutions to which even the best newspapers must 


bow if they are to survive 


This showmanship technique of the sub-editor is not something 
which he dons unwillingly He takes pleasure and pride in 
exercising it Indeed, the charge that “ journalists prostitute 
their talents in emphasizing the wrong things ts nonsense 
Because of his skill, the sub-editor is invariably paid more than 
a reporter, and the best reporters expect to be promoted to the 
sub-editor’s desk 


He became, and now « ies t vesten 1 the 
checking copy for erre te, for t ng lapses Hardly a local weekly newspaper of any importance is today 


English nating ) ng st wr collating without one or more sub-editors. Their employment has been 
made all the more necessary by the shortage of newsprint and 

1S consequent contraction of space available for news. A sub- 
editor must be quick to weigh what he may safely leave out 
His mind must be divided, at times, between what he con- 
siders to be in the public interest and what may be, journalis- 
f tically, “a good story “—that is, an entertaining or scandalous 
piece of news, the printing of which would add nothing to the 
public weal; but on the whole local newspaper journalists do 

have a sufficiently high appreciation of the needs of popular 
government to give precedence to the task of keeping the public 


news items Of cognate inter or construing lal Policy 


the presentation of news matter what especially concerns 


here for making reports pal: eadable, and entertaining 


lo make news entertaining, the ib-editor composes headlines 
either single or in decks *") terposes cross-heads t 
break up the text, shortens pa iphs so that they will m 
fatigue the reader's eve, deletes copy which may be repetitive 


ntcresting re-arranges the reporter's news-points 


writes material wherever necessary f wunds off the wh 
with pithy introductory paragraphs 


roperly informed 
One of the chief t tions between the o Prof 

It is normally the policy of non-national newspapers, when 
reporting local government meetings and activities, to give 


equal weight to the expressed opinions of all parties or groupings 


int CaS 


the tre 
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This is so even where a newspaper feels called upon to “ run a 
campaign ™ on either a relevant or a manufactured issue But 
it does sometimes happen that a reporter or sub-editor, in an 
anxiety to be faithful to the newspaper's politics, may go beyond 
his brief and produce biased copy. In such cases, complaint by 
local government officials or party leaders would usually secure 
redress, and at least make it likely that the error of bias would 
not be repeated 

Evidence given at the Royal Commission on the Press showed 
that a high proportion of middle-aged and younger journalists 
on daily and weekly newspapers have no more than an elementary 
school education. Many started as “ copy boys” or odd-job 
boys. Of recent years, nevertheless, most of the new entrants to 
newspaper journalism have been of higher-grade education, 
up to university standard 

It should not be imagined, however, that the spread of scholar- 
ship in newspaper officers will bring about a more objective and 
less selective treatment of news. Present-day standards of re- 


porting and sub-editing are set by twentieth-century traditions 
in journalism, and any modification must be imposed upon them 
from outside 


For this reason, a special responsibility ts laid upon all con- 
nected with law and local government to be vigilant lest the 
trade of “ colouring the news” should deteriorate into falsi- 
fication and the dragging-down of truth. Newspaper proprietors 
are as much susceptible to informed criticism as they are alive 
to the devices whereby newspaper sales are increased. Up till 
now, the colouring of news in the local press has been com- 
paratively harmless and without viciousness. It amuses the 
reader and often turns obscurities into subjects of popular 
interest. Per se, therefore, it cannot be condemned. But it is 
a process which all too easily could be transformed into some- 
thing harmful to the English method of local government by 
bodies elected on the widest franchise—by an electorate, that 1s 
to say, which is exceedingly susceptible to half truths and 
insinuation. 


THE SAMPLING OF FOOD 


By R. A, ROBINSON, O.B.E., Barrister-at-Law 


Twenty or thirty years ago those who administered the Sale 
of Food and Drugs Acts in counties or boroughs were often at a 
loss to know what foods to sample for chemical analysis. There 
were no statutory standards of composition for articles of food, 
no labelling orders, and hardly any regulations affecting the 
composition of food. So when proceedings were set on foot in 
respect of the sale of food not of the nature, substance or 
quality demanded, the prosecuting authority often had to face 
the possibility that the ratepayers of the area might have to foot 
a heavy bill for the fees of opposing counsel and expert witnesses 
employed to discuss whether the standard adopted by the public 
analyst was or was not the right criterion by which to decide the 
issue. Moreover, in the Acts in force between 1875 and 1939, 
a label indicating that the food sold was mixed was in many 
circumstances a sufficient defence 

Now the problem of sampling has altered enormously. Mulk, 
fats, and many other commodities are subjected to close control 
by the Ministry of Food ; and chemical analysis of many of 
these controlled foods serves comparatively little purpose 
(Bacteriological examination of milk is quite another matter.) 
The Labelling of Food Order and the numerous food standards 
orders are very well observed. An ever-increasing proportion 
of the trade in food distribution is done in multiple shops, often 
controlled by huge companies which employ analysts and 
inspectors to ensure that no infringement takes place. The 
result is that although the old difficulty arising from the absence 
of standards and labelling requirements has largely disappeared, 
the task of the sampling officers in selecting foods to be analysed 
must, I think, be as baffling as it was formerly—although there 
is now much scope for useful activity on the part of adminis- 
trators of the Act, apart from operations requiring to be sup- 
ported by a public analyst's evidence. Meat, fish, fruit and 
vegetables not of the mature demanded, and wine, meat and 
eggs not of the quality demanded are examples of the fact that 
while the substance of the foods may be such as to defy analysis 
in the chemical laboratory, the provisions of the Act may never- 
theless be brought into effective and salutary operation without 
the public analyst coming into the picture 

Nevertheless, it would, in my view, be a mistake to assume 
that there is no longer scope for intelligent sampling related to 
the sale of food of prejudicial composition. The city analyst of 


Birmingham has recently demonstrated that capsules and 
various preparations alleged to contain vitamins are often grossly 
deficient in vitamins. And, now that standards are fixed for 
cream, ice cream, salad cream, jam, potted meat and 
the like, the local authority knows just where it stands when an 
adverse certificate on these foods comes in from the analyst 
Moreover, the changes made by ss. 4 and 5 of the Act of 1938 
have greatly simplified the task of the prosecutor when attempts 
are made to rely on labels as affording a defence to a charge 
of selling an article not of the nature, substance or quality 
demanded 


INEFFECTIVE LABELS 


I doubt whether many sampling officers and their administrative 
chiefs adequately appreciate how great a change has been made 
in the law. The labelling defence dealt with in ss. 4 and 5 is 
only available when some substance has been added to a food 
or when some constituent has been abstracted from it. When 
an entirely different article from that demanded is sold—whether 
differing in nature or in substance or in quality—a seller who 
relies on a label alone is on perilous ground. The best example 
that I can think of to illustrate my meaning is * Non-brewed 
condiment.’ If a purchaser asks a shopkeeper for vinegar and 
is supplied with a bottle labelled “* Non-brewed condiment ™ 
(with the necessary printed statement about acetic acid), the 
label in my view is of no value whatever as a defence. The 
purchaser in such circumstances is undoubtedly prejudiced, in 
the eyes of the law, unless it has been clearly explained to him 
that what is in the bottle is not vinegar. The words “ non- 
brewed condiment’ convey no meaning to the mind of the 
average purchaser, and she is the person who matters. The 
phrase might just as well mean mustard or salt or any other 
condiment which is not brewed. 


The malt vinegar manufacturers rendered a fine piece of 
service to the public—as well as to themselves—when they 
succeeded in establishing in 1950 in the High Court case of 
Kat v. Diment (1950) 114 J.P. 472, that a solution of acetic acid 
is not truly described as vinegar, even if that word is qualified by 
such an adjective as “ non-brewed."" When, in consequence of 
the decision just quoted, “ non-brewed vinegar” disappeared 
from thousands of fish shops, greengrocers’ shops and small 
general shops, a trade association announced that in future 
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officer or that he was acting in the execution of his duty furnished no 
defence to a charge laid under s. 8 

(The writer is indebted to Mr. C. W. Johnson, the chief constable 
of Dudley, for information in regard to this case.) R.L.H. 


No. 87 
A TOO ENTHUSIASTIC VOTER 
A man of twenty-nine appeared before the Cheltenham Magistrates 
on November 8 last, charged with being guilty of a corrupt practice in 
that he, at a Parliamentary clection, voted in person as another 
named person, contrary to s. 47 of the Representation of the People 
Act, 1949 
The defendant pleaded guilty, and it was stated on behalf of the 
prosecution that after voting in his own name, defendant entered 
another polling station and, after tendering a polling card in the name 
of his father-in-law, obtained a voting paper, went to a booth, and then 
put the voting paper into the ballot box. Whilst he was doing this, 
the father-in-law arrived to vote and when defendant was informed 
that he had committed an offence, he said that his father-in-law had 
gone to a hospital and that he (defendant) did not think he would be 
back in time to vote, so he had done so for him 
The court fined defendant £10 and ordered him to pay ten guineas 
costs 
COMMENT 
There have been a surprising number of convictions for offences of 
this nature arising Out of the recent general election and inhabitants of 
other countries, who have to be forced to the polling station under 
penalty of heavy fine if they fail to vote, must marvel at the enthusiasm 
shown by some of the electors in this country who are not only willing 
to perform their proper civic duty but are anxious to go far beyond it 
The recent Representation of the People Act, contains stringent 
provisions designed to prevent abuses at parliamentary and local 
government elections, and although im part it codified the existing 
law, it also created many new offences 
Section 47 of the Act enacts that a person shall be guilty of a corrupt 
practice if he commits the offence of personation and the methods by 
which the offence of personation may be committed are detailed in 
subs. 2 of the sectior to be not that s. 146 (5) of the Act 
provides that a person charged with personation shall not be convicted 
by a court of summary jurisdiction except on the evidence of not less 
than two credible witnesses, and by subs. 4 of the section, a person 
convicted of a corrupt practice shall be lable, when tried by a court 
f summary risdiction, to imprisonment for three months and a 
fine of £100 
Section 154 of the Act prescribes the period within which a prosecu 
tion for personation must be commenced 
(The writer is indebted to Mr. Eric D. Watterson, LL.B. clerk to 
the Cheltenham Justice for information in regard to this case.) 
R LH 
PENALTIES 
Altrincham—November, 1951-—failing to report for fifteen days’ 
training with the Army Catering Corps—fined £5 Defendant 
aged thirty-seven, told the court he had served for six years during 
the war and did not report for traming because his financial 
position would not allow it 
Long Ashton——-November, 1951—<stealing 11 cwr. of steam coal 
value £1 19s. 7d.—two defendants. Each defendant fined £10 
Long Ashton— November, 1951—-receiving the coal referred to above, 
fined £50. One of the two thieves gave evidence for the prosecution 
against the receiver. The latter later sold the coal as anthracite to 
the wife of a licensee 
Warwick Assizes— November, 1951— fraudulent conversion of cheques 
value £580 (six charges)}—four years’ imprisonment. Defendant, 
an almost blind man of thirty-seven, was appointed honorary 
treasurer in a County for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Fund 
The post was unpaid but defendant received reasonable expenses 
and occasional bonuses. He paid donations into a Bank Account 
and forwarded money half yearly to the Association. In two 
years he handed over more than £600 to the Association but 
retained £2,435 for himself The lack of supervision exercised 
by the Association was criticized by the learned judge 
Oldbury— November, 1951-—assault—(two charges)—one month's 
imprisonment each charge (concurrent). Defendant, aged forty- 
one, on two occasions went to fetch his wife from her sister's 
home to get him some dinner. On each occasion he struck the 
sister. On the first occasion he struck her in the back, gripped her 
by the throat and kicked her; a week later he struck her in the 
face splitting her jaw. Sister required hospital treatment 
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(in Lighter Vein) 


CHRONICLES OF A MIDDLE-AGED 


MAN 


By J. TILLOTSON HYDE 


There was once a Certain Man who had a Big Heart. But 
he had no Children, hardly any Relatives or Friends, not much 
Money or Property, and most of his Time was spent in Earning 
his Living. However, he had an Urge to Do Some Good in 
the World; to Leave Things Better than he Found Them ; 
and to be generally Helpful and Useful; for he had a very 
Active and Tender Conscience. So, as he remembered that 
he had sometimes been Very Happy when he was Young, he 
wished Children everywhere to be Happy. Whenever he could 
help or encourage or comfort a Child, he would do so 


But he was surprised to find that Other People did not always 
wish him to busy himself with Children, especially if the Children 
were not their own. “ For,” they said, “if you have anything 
to give by way of presents and gifts to Children, Ours can do 
with it.” 

And sometimes they tried to make him a Godfather to their 
Offspring ; and when he would not, because he would rather 
Do Things than Profess Things, they were displeased and told 
the Children to stop calling him Uncle. Other Parents, who did 
not know him very well, did not care for him to be Friendly 
even with their Own Children. “ It would be All Right,” they 
said, “ if he were a Rich Man or even a Nice Gentleman. We 
have to Do Our Best for our Children, and to give them the 
Right Society.” 

They said these things because they Judged by Appearances 
(not having much Imagination), being rather Too Busy to 
think much; and, to tell the Truth, he was not always Very 
Presentable ; he was not of Very Good Appearance, and he 
was Too Kind to Tradesmen to Go Into Debt in order to be always 
Well Dressed and to Appear Rich. As for Other Things That 
Count, in his case these were mostly Of The Mind, such as 
Education, Culture, and Mental Attainments, and, as they are 
not Worn on the Sleeve, they could not be Discovered quickly 
From Appearances. So he was considered of No Importance 
and not of much Use to Our Children 

Sometimes he would have been Kind and Friendly with Poor 
Children, whose Parents did not much care about Godfathers 
and Prospects. But he would be Saddened when a Child at 
whom he had Smiled, or with whom he had Exchanged a Few 
Words was smacked by its Mother, who asked if it had Forgotten 
what it had Been Told about Speaking to Strange Men 


So after these and Other Experiences, he thought that perhaps 
Children had enough Parents and Relations and Friends and 
Protection Societies and Teachers and Officers and People to 
Look After their Welfare, without any Assistance from him 
And so he decided that perhaps he could be of more Help 
Elsewhere 


It was the same with Animals. Wherever he tried to help in 
a Case of Cruelty, he was often told Not to Interfere, and was 
asked If he had any Animals Of His Own. When he had to 
own up that he had not, as it would be Cruelty to Keep them 
Shut Up in the flat where he lived, he was told that He Knew 
Nothing About Animals, and Strongly Advised to Mind His 
Own Business 


However, he Persevered and would not Give Up. And for 
some years, he tried in Many Ways to Be of Service To The 
Community. But he would find that, as soon as he discovered 


Objects of Compassion and Worthy Causes in which Help was 
Wanted, there would appear to be Societies and Organizations 
which would Bring Everything To Bear upon the Problem 

Secretaries and Presidents, Committee Members and Officials 
would All Be Ready at Headquarters (well Equipped and 
Furnished for the Job), to Investigate Authentic Cases which 
were Properly Brought to their Notice. They had Inspectors 
and Report Clerks whose Job it was to do this and Nothing 
Else 


So for a Long Time this Man had to Defer Helping People or 
Children or Animals, and to Look Out for Something Else 
Worth While, which at the same time, was not Already Covered 
by Existing Aid Organizations and Representatives and 
Guardians 


Once or Twice he found People who were apparently Under 
the Weather and who seemed to Need Help. And sometimes 
he was gratified to be Asked Straight Out to Be of Assistance 
But he would often be Surprised and sometimes Disappointed 
to find that he had been Wasting his Time, for Various Reasons 
In some Cases, he would find that he had been giving Time and 
Trouble and Money to People who could Well Afford to Pay 
for Everything, but it Appeared that they Did Not Want to Go 
to The Bank to Cash a Cheque. In other Cases, it Turned Out 
that they had only wanted Someone to Fill a Gap while they were 
Out of Fnends with Someone Else who had now Stopped 
Being Silly and Had Come Back 

So it seemed as though there was not Much Satisfaction in 
this Search for People Who Needed Help; and he had to 
Think Again as to how best to Be Of Service to The Community 


One Day, he Spoke of These Things to an Acquaintance, who 
was Something of a Thinker And the Friend advised him, 
saying There must be Many People who would be Only Too 
Glad to find a Friendly Hand and a Warm Heart when it Was 
Wanted. Such as People who were No Longer Young, or who 
had Few or No Friends, or who were Not Too Much Blessed 
with this World's Goods, or who were Childless, or who had 
Physical Handicaps of Some Sort, or who were Not Too Strong, 
or who had had Serious Illnesses, or who had Gone Through it 
in The War, or who had Fairly Had Something To Put Up 
With in Many Ways. You could not do better than Be Of Help 
to Any or All of These." So the Middle-Aged Man wrote down 
Lists of all those Different Kinds of People who could Do With 
Being Helped, so that he could begin to Look for Such Folks. 

Before he began His Search, he thought it would be a Good 
Idea to Go Through the Names of those he knew, before begin- 
ning with Strangers. He was a Great Believer in Old Sayings, 
such as Charity Begins at Home. And so, while he was Musing 
on these Things, it suddenly came to him in a Flash of Inspiration 
that his own Name could be written under every Heading of His 
Lists of People Who Should be Helped ! He was Very Much 
Surprised at this, until he remembered that he had sometimes 
been Very Unhappy, and Friendless, and not Feeling Quite on 
Top of Things; and that he had also been Very Worried, 
knowing that he would have to Manage As Well As He Could, 
because he himself knew no Society, or Person, to whom he 
could go, when He was Having a Bad Time 
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vw end of the prosecution Mr. Gonne-Potteigh 
ibmit that he had no case to answer. His points 
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caddish and un-British 
Inspector Webster headed the defence of man’s best friend by 
‘ferring to the dogs who guided blind people, and also to police 
dogs. The former were mentally able to safeguard blind people 
from the dangers of traffic which often proved too much for 
human beings : no case was known of a dog-assisted pedestrian 
being involved in an accident, but look at the accident 
statistics of human pedestrians who could only rely on their 
own frail humanity Police dogs were called in to effect arrests 
when human beings had failed 

Many other proofs of dogs’ superior mental powers were 
then forthcoming n Inspector Webster and the members 
of the Bench: each tried t& u the other with his own 
reminiscences of canine intelligence The public present were 
regaled with stones of dogs giving alarms of fire, dogs mposing 
their wishes on adoring though unwilling owners, a dog who 


collected the morning papers but who would only accept The 
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The Bench again retired, and on its return the chairman 


announced that the case would be dismissed 
Inspector Webster, who had spent the time during which the 
Bench retired reading Stone, went up to Mr. Gonne-Potteigh, 


who had had his dog with him dur 


12 the hearing, and said 

If everyone else is treating the dog as a human being, so shall I 
I say that this dog has a guardian who ts not exercising proper 
care and guardianship and that it is exposed to moral danger 
and I shall take it to a place of safety and bring it before the 
juvenile court as being in need are and protection.” He 


thereupon seized the dog's lead and led it from the court room 


This unexpected turn in events caused a certain amount of 
amusement to all present except the defendant and the chairman 
f the Bench The f 


the latter was chairman of the Juvenile Panel 


ner was now without his only companion 


CAP AND BELLS 


The Festive Season is at ar all those in 


persons who have engaged in serious pursuits for the past twelve 


nonths are laying their cares aside and turning their thoughts 
stmas trees, paper hats, revelry and (so far as the Minister 


The guardians of law and order 


permit) feasting 


ooking forward to a respite from their labours 
us an occupation as parachute-jumping is to 
iletide purposes, as a recent advertisement in 
The Tin t nal Column has shown. The original announce 
nent gave inkling of what was intended 
DARING PARACHUTIST required for private conti 
December 
drops ; small target area 


nental mission Experience essential in night 
The explanation has since been forthcoming that a hotel in 
Switzerland projects this unusual method of bringing into the 
midst of a group of children the person of Father Christmas 
himself, who will drop from the sky with a load of toys 
Worshippers of tradition may murmur at the departure from the 
normal and proper method of descent by way of the chimney, 
but even they will secure partial satisfaction from the provision 
of a sledge with reindeer, complete, to convey the old gentleman 
to his destination if bad weather should cause him to overshoot 
Thus the arts 


his mark and come to earth some distance away 

of war are to be adapted, at this Season of Goodwill, to the uses 
of peace; and if it is inappropriate to talk of the airborne 
Saint turning swords into ploughshares, it is at least permissible 


to rejoice at the substitution of balloons for bombs 


At home the profession of a public auctioneer has for once 
isterity tempered by the sale of some of the exhibits at 


Bank, a heterogeneous collection which bids fair 


f It is most fitting 


1 the incongruity of items 
ven, among the exhibits from the 
the White Knight—-that lovable 
i sad and gentle eyes, who was 

ynsiderable ingenuity There he 


ttle deal-box upside down, and with the lid 


hanging open, to prevent the rain from spoiling the provisions 


it once contained, mounted on his horse, with anklets round its 


f 


eet “* to guard against the bites of sharks,”’ and a mousetrap on 
his saddle (not very likely, perhaps, that there would be mice on 
the horse's back, “ but if they should come, I don't choose to 
have them running all about"). Then there are “* approximately 
175 white plaster doves themselves an emblem of peace 


which are “to be disposed of by private treaty linksmen’s 
umbrellas, plastic aprons, used white collars, toilet-rolls and a 
stop-watch These are only a few out of many, but the list 
goes one better than the “ shoes and ships and sealing wax, and 
cabbages and kings © of the White Knight's creator 

To add to the seasonal gaiety prospective purchasers are 
warned that the statue of the White Knight must not be used in 
any manner which may give rise to a claim by “ the copyright- 
holders, Messrs. Walt Disney Mickey Mouse, Limited What 
could be more delightful than this juxtaposition of the names of 
the two greatest characters of fantasy, in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, with the legalistic formality of the Copyright 


and Companies Acts 

Thus do these grave and reverend persons disport themselves 
at this Christmas Season, blissfully forgetful of their usual sober 
and weighty business. How much harder is the fate of the 
licensed jester, the purveyor of light relief to this august 
There can be no respite for him ; even though he 
as to describe this as a Roman holiday, with 


Periodical 


cannot go $0 Iar 


the prospect of being butchered to enliven the proceedings, it 


nore a holiday than for the proverbial busman 


Herein lies the tragedy of the clown who, like his fellow 
n J Pagliace 


1udience whether he himself is gay or sad, elated or in the depths 


is doomed to come on the stage and amuse the 


of depression. Just this once in the year he would love to have 


his little fling, like everybody else—to write seriously, for once, 
of matters that are nearest his heart—of the ecstasy, perhaps, 
that comes with a sudden view of the Westmorland fells, or the 
thrill of the first glimpse on the horizon of Salisbury Cathedral ; of 
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he will or no. Poor Jack Point, the Jester in The Yeomen of the 
Guard, has much the same experience ; he too has the urge 
ie waters of occasionally to come out with a few observations on serious 
n "Ari Mar 
Piazza San Marc topics—but how, alas ! does his employer react ? 
vm Minuet in the Juz 
’ P iets a ‘He will ask then and there, 
f great LD minor cho 
With an insolent stare, 
If you know that you're paid to be funny 


@ o 


he gre noments fe he wou 


he Statue Don Giovann These tt 


he ought to be perr Far be it from the present writer to accuse his Editor of any 

1 really let himself remark in such doubtful taste, but if the wretched hack ever 

dared to try it on, a similar innuendo would lie concealed, like a 

keep his nose to t barb, in that soulless, unsympathetic phrase The Editor 
» his throat, whether regrets 5 wt eet ALP 


an 


QUESTION PAPER THE CHRISTMAS EXTENSIONS 


, cB dpe enpedinenay t — “Twas the Court before Christmas, all over the place, 
The Victuallers, Licensed, were setting the pace, 
Extensions they wanted, determined and set 
That late Xmas shoppers their gargle could get 


The Clerk, in his place, was uneasy, for he 

Was a gentieman only addicted to tea ; 

He mused, with a sigh, which resembled a yawn, 

Of“ Drunks ” at Court Special on next Christmas morn 

He thought of the fees, to be paid on the spot 

And determined to close ev'ry House “ on the dot.” 

So he turned to his Chairman, and said, with a sneer, 
What a fuss people make, just to sell extra beer ! 
I very much doubt, though for knowledge I'm paid 
If * Circumstance, Special,’ applies to * The Trade * 
For purposes (Liquid) to sell after ten 
This Season is constant, and not *‘ Now and Then.’ 


His chairman, alas, took an opposite view, 
Dismissed the suggestion with haughty Pooh-Pooh ! 
“ The occasion is lawful, of that there’s no doubt, 
And WHITTALL v. KIRBY, for once is right out 
* For Christmas is special, | venture to say, 
* With the greatest respect to our great L.CJ 
* Besides, you'll remember, if you will but pause, 
“ The obiter dicta of Santa and Claus, 
nment ‘In * MERRY v. MOURNFUL, which laid down the Rule 
Race what kind of 4 That ev'ry tribunal must recognize Yule 
ropriate Tribunal’ “ The case is reported, By HERBERT, A.P 
* In his text-book on * FREEDOM,’ at page thirty-three.” 


* If that’s what you think,” said the Clerk, with a snort, 
“ Then you're bound to end up in Divisional Court.” 
Resuming his seat then, he had the last word 

(But under his breath) “ Why, the fellow’s absurd ! ” 


* Oh. Bosh !™ said the Chairman, “ Get on with the job ! 
They're all of them granted. Collect the five bob 

* From all who've applied.” Then he added, aloud 

* If there’s any misconduct from one of the crowd, 
At Brewster, in Feb., you will find the Bench * Hot’ 
And of reference to *‘ compo * there'll be quite a lot 

MODERN LEGAL MAXIMS * Behave yourselves, all, and be sensible, very 
* Now from Bench to the * Bar,” may Christmas be Merry 
JAY DUDLEY | 


IMMUNITY 
(Inspired by the Zebra Lines) 


When on pedestrian crossings you walk 
You are in a manner of speaking in baulk 
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CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
Under arrest ? (2, 8, 5) 
Right to interfere (5, 6) 
Commiuttal proceedings are not required to be conducted in 
this court (4) 
Taken im camera ” (4) 
Ancient village (7) 
Inflicts “ a corporal hurt " (Co. Litt. 288a) (5) 
Under a feudal tenure (5) 
Formerly an illegal combination in Italy (7) 
Pupil chirurgeons’ intermediate gown (5) 
Place in the Pound (5) 
Excuse for non-appearance (7) 
Advocate of extreme measures (5) 
Scottish widow's right (5) 
They should have no objection to taking the oath (7) 
Transgresses (4) 
Yield (4) 
Process for the recovery of Crown debts of record (5, 6) 


Arise under 15 Geo. 5, c. 18, 20 or 23 (9, 6) 


DOWN 


Not as a plutocrat would act (2, 5, 8) 

“ May either mean before the act done to which it relates, or 
simultaneously with the act done, or after the act done 
(per Denman, C.J., R. v. Arkwright) (4) 

Ancient Court (5) 

Might mean bureaux, as in Re Dohson (5) 
heir presence might necessitate action under s. 85, P.H.A 
1936 (5) 

Legends without reference to the legislature (4) 

Undivided estates ? (6, 9) 

Lawgivers (11) 

Summons to appear amongst the Partisans ? (5, 6) 

“ Word of Art, and signifieth properly when, by accident, the 
lands fall to the lord of whom they are holden " (Co. Litt. 13a) 
f } 

‘Proprement est tenement ge chescun tient severalment in 
fee * (Britton) (7) 

Mythologically administered the /ex talionis of the gods (7) 

Commence County Court proceedings (7) 

Much the same as grava and shawe, according to Jacob (5) 


He, mutatis mutandis, has written on the theory and principles 
of English local government (5) 

4b intra the works of Tacitus (5) 

“ Customary contribution laid upon all subjects according to 
their ability  (Spelm. SOS) (4) 

In consimili (4) 














Compiled by J. A. CAESAR, Deputy Town Clerk, Rochdale 


The correct solution will be published in our issue for December 29, 1951. 


PRACTICAL POINTS 


All questions for consideration should be addressed to “‘ The Publishers of the Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review, Little London, 
Chichester, Sussex." The questions of yearly and half-year!y subscribers only are answerable in the Journal. The name and address of the subscriber 


must accompany cach communication. 


1.—-Criminal Law—Larceny as bailee—False pretences—One trans- 
action, whether seperate offences 


Your views on the following point would be much appreciated 

X was bailee of a Morris motor car which was held by him under a 
normal hire purchase agreement. X approaches Y and negotiates a 
deed whereby X exchanges the Morris car for a car owned by Y plus 
payment by Y to X of the sum of £25. On the understanding that 
the Morris car delivered to him by X was the property X and his to 
dispose of, Y transfers his own car to X and in addition pays to X the 
sum of £25 

Police proceedings follow and X is charged with 

(1) Larceny as bailee of the Morris car, contrary to s. 2 Larceny 
Act, 1916 

2. Obtaining a car from Y by false pretences (i.¢., the pretence that 
X was the owner of the Morris car offered by him in exchange and that 
he was accordingly entitled to dispose of it) 

3. Obtaining £25 from Y by false pretences (as above) 

X pleaded guilty to the three charges having elected summary trial 

The learned chairman, however, took the point that the pro 
secution t to make three offences out of one set of facts. He 
maintained t as the conversion necessary to constitute larceny as 
bailee only took place on the exchange of the respective cars, it would 
not be proper or permissible to convict X of the offence of “ obtaining 
by false pretences ™ in addition to the offence of larceny Accordingly 
the bench dismissed the charges of false pretences 

The prosecution nevertheless take the view that three separate 

were constituted They pointed out that distinct offences 


All communications must be typewritten or written on one side of the paper only, and should be in duplicate. 


were constituted against (a) the hire purchase firm and (5) against Y 

Is the prosecution view correct and, if so, can you please quote 
authority ? Sou 

Answer 

In our opinion, it would be right to consider these facts as 
constituting two offences. If X had not deceived Y when disposing 
of the car to him he would still be guilty of larceny. He adds to that 
offence that of inducing Y by false pretences to part with the car 
and money, and as apparently this was all one transaction between 
X and Y it would seem to constitute one obtaining 

We have not traced any authority directly in poimt, but rest our 
opinion on general principles 
Resumption of co- 


2.—Husband and Wife — Muintenance arrear 


habitation, { wed by separation 


I am the court collecting officer for a petty sessional court which 
recently made an order on the grounds of wilful neglect to maintain 
that a husband should pay his wife certain sums every week for the 
maintenance of herself and children This money was to be paid 
through me as the court collecting officer. Recently the husband told 
his wife that he had arranged a home for her and she and the children 
went to live with him. At that time there was a fortnight’s maintenance 
owing There is no doubt that they cohabited together and they 
lived together for several weeks. The wife then left him saying that 
his treatment of her made it impossible for her to remain with him 
and she has asked me to take steps against him for the recovery of the 
arrears. It seems to me that at the most I can only take proceedings 
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Public Health Act, 1875 


5 
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JALI PAX chooses “ELECTRO-MATIC” for the 
most intricate traffic control system in the North 


At a complicated seven-road junction in Halifax, the “Electro- ay ie 
matic’’ system of traffic control is seen at its best. Congestion (1 


and delay are virtually eliminated for road users and pedes- 





trians proceed safely. 

“Electro-matic™ signals are in use all over the world. Being 

vehicle actuated, they enable traffic to control itself. No matter 
> > > 7“ y .* > > . ae ay = 

how dense the traffic or how complicated the junction, “Electro @ Dinan of comnt cate of 

matic” will keep all streams safely and efficiently control- 

led without the aid of the police. 


One ~ the greatest advantages 


ly and rapidly. Let us send LECTRO-MATIC E | cry Ae hn gen ae sg 
you information and — SIGNALS ' | he - 9 00 ao ties 


literature. 


of vehicles moving smooth- 
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